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OF 

Amy R. Paul-Ward, PhD, MSOT 
Nursing PhD Program 

Department of Occupational Therapy 
 
EDUCATION    
Degree      Institution               Field    Dates 
M.S.*         University of Illinois, Chicago     Occupational Therapy  (2006)  
Ph.D.         University of California, Los Angeles    Medical Anthropology  (1997) 
M.A.         Case Western Reserve University    Medical Anthropology  (1993) 
B.A.         University of California, Los Angeles    Anthropology with honors  (1990) 
 
*Post-Professional (research and theory) 
 
FULL-TIME ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE  
Institution         Rank   Field                    Dates               
Florida International University    Associate Professor       Occupational Therapy       (2010- 
                                                                                                                                      present) 

 Florida International University    Assistant Professor        Occupational Therapy       (2004-2010) 
   University of Illinois, Chicago      Post-Doctoral Fellow      Occupational Therapy        (2001-2004)    
                                                                                                                                          
   UCLA          Undergraduate Advisor   Anthropology                     (1993-1994)  

       
NON-ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE 
Place of Employment            Title              Dates 
Hepatitis Branch, CDC                                 Health Communication Specialist     (1999- 2001) 
Association of Teachers of Preventive         Project Coordinator                      (1998-1999) 
Medicine (Washington, D.C.) & the  
Centers for Disease Control &  
Prevention (Atlanta, Georgia). 
 
EMPLOYMENT RECORD AT FIU 
Rank                      Dates 
Director, Nursing PhD Program               (Aug 2014-                                                          
                                                                                                                               present)            
Associate Professor in the Department of Occupational Therapy           (Aug 2010-       
                                                                                                                               present) 
Assistant Professor in the Department of Occupational Therapy                          (Aug 2004-          
                                                                                                                               2010) 
 
Papers in Professional Journals 
Articles   
Paul-Ward, A. & Lambdin, C. (2016). The Issues Is: New opportunities for occupational therapy 

services in foster care. The American Journal of Occupational Therapy, 70, 7003360010. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.5014/ajot.2016.017426. 
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Paul-Ward, A., Lambdin, C. & Haskell, A. (2014) "Occupational Therapy’s Emerging Role with 
Transitioning Adolescents in Foster Care." Occupational Therapy in Mental Health, 30(2): 
162-177. 

Whaley, M. & Paul-Ward, A. (2011). Keeping Close to Home in Miami’s “Little Havana”: Domino 
Playing Among Older Cuban Immigrants in Miami. Generations: The Journal of the 
American Society on Aging, 35(3): 22-27.  

Paul-Ward, A. (2009). Social and occupational justice barriers in the transition from foster care to 
independent adulthood, American Journal of Occupational Therapy, 63, 81-88.  

Paul-Ward, A. (2008) Intersecting disciplinary frameworks to improve foster care transitions, 
Practicing Anthropology, 30(3): 15-19  

Jurkowski, J. & Paul-Ward, A. (2007). Photovoice with vulnerable populations: Addressing 
disparities in health promotion among people with intellectual disabilities. Health 
Promotion Practice, 8(4): 358-65. 

Paul-Ward, A., Kielhofner, G., Braveman, B., & Levin, M. (2005). Resident and staff perceptions 
of barriers to independence and employment in supportive living settings for persons with 
AIDS. The American Journal of Occupational Therapy, 59(5): 540-545. 

Paul-Ward, A., Braveman, B., Kielhofner, G, & Levin M. (2005). Developing employment services 
for individuals with HIV/AIDS: Participatory action strategies at work. Journal of Vocational 
Rehabilitation: 22(2): 85-93. 

Apte, A., Kielhofner, G., Paul-Ward, A., Braveman, B. (2005). Therapists’ and clients’ 
perceptions of the occupational performance history interview. Occupational Therapy in 
Healthcare, 9(1/2): 173-192.   

Kielhofner, G., Braveman, B., Finlayson, M., Paul-Ward, A., Goldbaum, L., & Goldstein, K. 
(2004) Outcomes of vocational program for persons with AIDS. The American Journal of 
Occupational Therapy, 58(1), 64-72. 

Goldstein, K., Kielhofner, G., & Paul-Ward, A. (2003). Occupational narratives and the 
therapeutic process. Australian Occupational Therapy Journal, 51(3), 119-124.  

 
Proceedings  
Damon, S., Paul-Ward, A., & Moyer, L. (2000). Hepatitis C Communication Strategies for 

Transfusion Recipients.  Antiviral Therapy. Vol. 5 Suppl. 1. 
 
Chapters in Books  
Paul-Ward, A. (2017) Using Anthropology, Occupational Therapy, Social Justice, and Life 

Course Perspectives for Addressing Life Course Disruption: The Case of Foster Care. 
Occupational Therapy without Borders 2nd Edition, Pollard, N. and Sakellariou, D. (eds).  

Briller, S., Paul-Ward, A., & Whaley, M. (2016). Long term care: Educating occupational 
therapists for transformative practice. In Geriatric Occupational Therapy: Supporting 
Meaningful Living Through Collaborative Practice. Barney, K.  & Perkinson, M. (Eds). 
Maryland Heights: Elsevier.  

Kabel, A. & Paul-Ward, A. (2010). Global Perspectives in Occupational Therapy Practice. In OT 
Manager. Bethesda: AOTA Press. 

Paul-Ward, A. (2006). Rape. The Encyclopedia of Disability. Albrecht, G. (Ed). Newbury Park: 
Sage Press. volume 3, pgs. 1348-1351. 

Peacock, N. & Paul-Ward, A. (2006) Contemporary Tools for Managing and Analyzing 
Qualitative Data. Scholarship in Occupational Therapy: Methods of Inquiry for Enhancing 
Practice. Gary Kielhofner (Ed). Philadelphia: FA Davis.  
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Government Reports or Monographs   
CDC (2000). Hepatitis B Vaccination for Injection Drug Users-Pierce County, Washington, 2000. 

MMWR 2001; 50:380-90, 399.  
Book Reviews   
Paul-Ward, A. (2006). Book of Critical Ethnography: Methods, Ethics, and Performance. 

Anthropology and Aging Quarterly, 27 (4), pgs. 38-39. 
Paul-Ward, A. (2013). Surface Tensions: Surgery, Bodily Boundaries, and the Social Self. 

Anthropology and Aging Quarterly. 34(1) 42-44. 
 
Other Publications   
Paul-Ward, A. & Frank, G. (2009, April/May) Update from NAPA-Occupational Therapy Special 

Interest Group: Linkages and Bridges. National Association for the Practice of 
Anthropology e-Newsletter. 

 
Lynch, A., Ashcraft, R., Paul-Ward, A., Tekell, L., Salamat, A. & Schefkind, S. (2017) “Therapy’s 

Role in Mental Health Promotion, Prevention, & Intervention With Children & Youth: 

Foster Care”, the American Occupational Therapy Association (Fact Sheet). 
 
Manuscripts/chapters in preparation 
Paul-Ward, A., Baldriche, L., Borges Aleman, T., Brookner, E., Gonzalez, A., Lopez, C., Lowy, 

B., Orrego, N., Russo, D., Sardina, Y. & Valle, K. Empowering Individuals with Intellectual 

Disabilities in Post-Secondary Education Programs Through the Use of Photovoice: A 

Participatory Research Study. For submission to the American Journal of Occupational 

Therapy. Analysis section currently being revised 

PRESENTED PAPERS, AND LECTURES, EXHIBITIONS, AND PERFORMANCES 
 
National Presentations (Peer-reviewed) 
Paul-Ward, A. (2017) “Emerging Roles for Occupational Therapy in Non-Traditional Settings.” 

Paper presented at the Society for Applied Anthropology Conference (Santa Fe, New 
Mexico). 

Paul-Ward, A. (2016) Drawing on Interdisciplinary Collaboration for Addressing the Needs of 
Foster Care and Homeless Youth Transitioning to Adulthood. Paper presented at the 
Society for Applied Anthropology Conference (Vancouver, Canada). 

Ashcraft, R., Lynch, A., Paul-Ward, A., Salamat, A. & Tekell, L. The value of using an 
occupational justice approach to promote positive outcomes for children in the foster 
system (2016) Short course presented at the American Occupational Therapy Association 
Annual Conference (Chicago, IL).  

Salamat, A., Paul-Ward, A., Lynch, Ashcraft, R. & Tekell, L. Hidden Children: Children in Foster 
Care and Occupational Justice (2016). Poster presented at the American Occupational 
Therapy Association Annual Conference (Chicago, IL). 

Paul-Ward, A., Heath, C., Santoro, D. Edu, U., & Briller, S. (2015). Roundtable session on 
Bodies Matter: Medical Anthropology Special Interest Groups Present Challenging Issues. 
Presented at the American Anthropology Association Annual Conference (Denver, CO).  

Paul-Ward, A. (2015). Opportunities and Challenges for Anthropologists in Interdisciplinary 
Leadership Positions: Learning By Doing. Paper presented at the Society for Applied 
Anthropology Annual Conference (Pittsburgh, PA). 
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Paul-Ward, A. (2015). Using Interdisciplinary Perspectives for Understanding Life course 
Disruption:   The Case of Foster Care. Paper presented at Association for Anthropology 
and Gerontology Workshop Conference on Health Disparities in Aging (Miami, Florida). 

Bloch, E. & Paul-Ward, A. (2014). Preparing Occupational Therapy Students to Practice in 
Schools. Poster presented at the Annual Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) 
Program Directors’ Conference (Washington, DC). 

Bloch, E. & Paul-Ward, A. (2014). Preparing Occupational Therapists to Practice in Schools. 
Poster presented at The American Occupational Therapy Association’s Annual 
Conference (Baltimore, MD). 

Paul-Ward, A. (2013). Using Anthropology, Occupational Therapy, and Life Course Perspectives 
for Addressing Life Course Disruption: The Case of Foster Care. Paper presented at the 
annual meeting, American Anthropology Association in November (Chicago, IL). 

Paul-Ward, A. (2012). An Interdisciplinary Social Justice Approach for Transformation in Foster 
Care. Paper presented at the annual meeting, American Anthropology Association (San 
Francisco, CA). 

Paul-Ward, A. (2012). Dissolving Boundaries of Power through Community-Based Research: 
Photovoice Methodology as a Tool for Social Action. Workshop at the annual meeting, 
American Anthropology Association (San Francisco, CA). 

Paul-Ward, A. (2012). The role of social media in student education discourse addressing social 
justice issues related to disability, impairment, and rehabilitation. The Society for Applied 
Anthropology Annual Conference (Baltimore, Maryland). 

Paul-Ward, A. (2011). The use of interdisciplinary approaches for addressing the needs of 
transitioning foster care youth. The American Occupational Therapy Association’s Annual 
Conference (Philadelphia, PA). 

Paul-Ward, A. (2010). Implementing an Occupation-based Intervention to Improve the Long-term 
Outcomes of Foster Care Youth. Poster presented at the American Occupational Therapy 
Association’s Annual Conference (Orlando, FL). 

Paul-Ward, A. (2009). “Using Photovoice to Better Understand Foster Youth Transitions to 
Adulthood” Society for Applied Anthropology’s Annual Conference (Santa Fe, NM). 

Paul-Ward, A. (2008). “Moving beyond traditional models of therapeutic practice: Engaged 
research with foster care youth” Society for Applied Anthropology’s Annual Conference 
(Memphis, TN). 

Paul-Ward, A. (2007). Finding Their Voices: Intersecting Medical Anthropology, Occupational 
Science, and Disability Studies Frameworks to Identify the Perspectives of Foster Care 
Youth. Paper presented at the Society for Applied Anthropology’s Annual Conference 
(Tampa, FL). 

Paul-Ward, A. (2007). Finding Their Voices: Using Photovoice to Identify the Perspectives of 
Foster Care. Poster presented at the American Occupational Therapy Association’s 
Annual Conference (St. Louis, MO). 

Paul-Ward, A. (2005).   Research and Development of Three Assessments for Client-Centered 
Intervention and Outcome Documentation. American Occupational Therapy Association’s 
Annual Conference (Long Beach, CA). 

Paul-Ward, A. (2003). Look Who’s Talking: Multidisciplinary Review of Work, its Role in Health, 
Well Being, & Services. Poster Presentation. American Occupational Therapy 
Association’s Annual Conference (Washington, D.C). 

Paul-Ward, A. (2000).  Hepatitis C Communication Strategies for Transfusion Recipients. Poster 
presented at the annual meeting, Hepatitis B Coordinators’ Conference (San Diego, CA). 

http://aaa.confex.com/aaa/2012/webprogrampreliminary/Paper16335.html
http://aaa.confex.com/aaa/2012/webprogrampreliminary/Paper16335.html


 

 

 

 Paul-Ward, A.  (2000). Hepatitis C Communication Strategies for US Transfusion Recipients. Poster 
presented at the 10th International Symposium on Viral Hepatitis and Liver Disease (Atlanta, 
GA). 

  Paul-Ward, A. (2000). Hepatitis C: What Clinicians and Other Health Professionals Need to Know. 
Hepatitis Branch presentation at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (Atlanta, GA). 

  Paul-Ward, A.  2000    Innovations in the Development of Hepatitis C Web-based Training. Poster 
presented at the     

              17th Annual National Preventive Medicine Meeting (Atlanta, GA).   
  Paul-Ward, A. 1999    Formative Evaluation of a CD-ROM Instructional Program for Provider 

Education. Poster presented at the 32nd National Immunization Conference (Dallas, TX). 
Paul-Ward, A.  (1998). What Works: Strategies for Improving Adult Immunization Rates. Adult 

Vaccine- Preventable Disease Branch presentation at the Centers for Disease Control and  
            Prevention (Atlanta, GA).  
   Paul-Ward, A. (1996). It Isn’t Love, Its Business; Prostitution as Entrepreneurship and the 

Implications for Barbados. Paper presented at the annual meeting, American Anthropology 
Association (San Francisco, CA). 

   Paul-Ward, A. (1993). Doin’ Business: Prostitution as Entrepreneurship and the Implications for 
Barbados. Paper presented at the annual meeting, Society for Applied Anthropology (San 
Antonio, TX). 

 

National Workshops 
Paul-Ward, A. (2012) Marketing Oneself as an Anthropologist in a Variety of Interdisciplinary Settings. 

Workshop at the annual meeting, American Anthropology Association (San Francisco, CA).  

 
International (Peer-reviewed) 
Paul-Ward, A. (2005).  Opportunities for International Collaboration in Occupational Therapy 

Education. Annual Scientific Meeting of the Association of Caribbean Occupational Therapists. 
Barbados. 

 
Regional 
Paul-Ward, A. (2008). “Investigating the issues surrounding “Successful Transitions” for adolescents 

in foster care” Florida Occupational Therapy Association’s Annual Conference (Gainesville, 
Florida). 

Paul-Ward, A. (2009). Enhancing Client-centered Care by Incorporating Social Justice in Healthcare 
Research, Theory, and Practice. Poster presented at the 3rd Annual South Florida Research 
Consortium Conference (Miami, FL). 

Paul-Ward, A. (2002). Preparing Scholars of Practice: Master’s, Doctoral, and Post-Doctoral 
Education, Recruiting, Assigning and Advising Graduate Students. Paper presented at the UIC 
Department of Occupational Therapy Center for Outcomes Research and Education 

            Colloquium (Chicago, IL). 
Paul-Ward, A. (2002). How did I get here? A Medical Anthropologist’s Journey to the Department of 

Occupational Therapy. Paper presented at the UIC Department of Occupational Therapy 
Center for Outcomes Research and Education Colloquium (Chicago, IL). 

Paul-Ward, A. (2003). Disciplinary Crossroads: Where Medical Anthropology Meets Occupational 
Therapy. Paper presented at the UIC Department of Occupational Therapy Center for 
Outcomes Research and Education Colloquium (Chicago, IL). 
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Paul-Ward, A. (2002). Assessment Development for Adolescents in Psychiatric Acute Care. Paper 
presented at the Illinois Occupational Therapy Association 2002 State Conference (Galena, 
IL). 

Paul-Ward, A. (1995).  Prostitution as Entrepreneurship and the Implications for Barbados. Poster 
presented at the annual meeting of the Universitywide Task Force on AIDS (San Francisco, 
CA).     

   Paul-Ward, A. (1993). Doin’ Business: Prostitution as Entrepreneurship and the Implications for 
Barbados. Paper presented at the UCLA AIDS Institute/CIRID Symposium: Social and 
Behavioral Studies of HIV/AIDS (Los Angeles, CA). 

 

Regional (Invited) 
Paul-Ward, A. (2014). The Importance of Interdisciplinary Theoretical Approaches in Occupational 

Science. Keynote address presented at Nova Southeastern University, Department of 
Occupational Therapy White Coat and Pinning Ceremony (Tampa, FL). 

Paul-Ward, A. (2013) Developing a Leadership Curriculum for Future Occupational Therapists. Paper 
presented at the Annual Summer Conference of the Educational Leadership Enhancement 
Program (Sarasota, FL). 

 

Student Research Poster Presentations (Not Peer-viewed) 
Acosta, K., Chesnes, M., Gonzalez, D., Johnson, C., Mayhew, S., Ramkalawan, V., 

Salien, D., Sanon, S., Sursky, S., Werner, L. & Paul-Ward, A. (2017) “Lost in the System: 
Exploring the Opportunity for Occupational Therapy Services in the Juvenile Justice System 

 Poster presented at the FIU, NOVA, Barry, Kaiser Graduate Student Research Symposium 
(Ft. Lauderdale, FL). 

Bertinelli, T., Colome, J., Endara, A., Guerra, A., Marrero, K., Neel, J., Parreno, & Paul-Ward, A. 
(2017). “Potential Roles for Occupational Therapy for Improving the Transition from High 
School to College.” Poster presented at the FIU, NOVA, Barry, Kaiser Graduate Student 
Research Symposium (Ft. Lauderdale, FL). 

Modisett, K., Morante Larrain, P., & Paul-Ward, A. (2017). “Identifying the Occupational Needs of 
Foster Care and Homeless College Students.” Poster presented at the FIU, NOVA, Barry, 
Kaiser Graduate Student Research Symposium (Ft. Lauderdale, FL). 

Pinder, C., Toro, N. & Paul-Ward, A. (2016). “Motivating Factors in Homeless and Foster Care 
Students for Participation in Post-Secondary Education: A Qualitative Study”. Poster 
presented at the FIU, NOVA, Barry, Kaiser Graduate Student Research Symposium (Ft. 
Lauderdale, FL). 

Baldriche, L., Borges, T., Brookner, E., Gonzalez, A., Lopez, C., Lowy, B., Orrego, N., Russo, D., 
Sardina, Y., Villas, K. & Paul-Ward, A. (2016). “Empowering Individuals with Intellectual 
Disabilities in PSE Programs through the use of Photovoice: A Participatory Research Study”. 
Poster presented at the FIU, NOVA, Barry, Kaiser Graduate Student Research Symposium 
(Ft. Lauderdale, FL). 

Betancourt, L., Goodland, C., Heiser, S., Ittah, G., Jurewicz, B., Mabin, T., Olivas-Gomez, M. & Paul-
Ward, A. (2016). “Understanding FIU Students with Autism Spectrum Disorder Through the 
Use of Photovoice”. Poster presented at the FIU, NOVA, Barry, Kaiser Graduate Student 
Research Symposium (Ft. Lauderdale, FL). 
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Alliegro, V., Arias, Y., Brim, S., Fundora, A., Gonzalez, L., Lopez, N., Martinez, K., Mehan, R., 
Navarro, N. Perea, E., Sarabia, N., Segarra, J., Soto, J., Sutton, M., Young, A. & Paul-Ward, 
A. (2015). A Flash of Success: Engaging Homeless and Foster Care College Students in 
Photovoice. Poster presented at the FIU, NOVA, Barry, Kaiser Graduate Student Research 
Symposium (Ft. Lauderdale, FL). 

Hernandez, J., Jimenez, B., Dedios, R. & Paul-Ward, A. (2015). “Reclaiming My Independence”: 
Occupational Therapy Based Intervention Program to Empower College Survivors of Intimate 
Partner Violence. Poster presented at the FIU, NOVA, Barry, Kaiser Graduate Student 

Research Symposium (Ft. Lauderdale, FL) 
R. Acevedo, B. Catalano-Hall, A. Engler, N. Milanesi,  T. Silbergleit, A. Silsbee & 

A. Paul-Ward (2014). Intimate Partner Violence (IPV): Knowledge of Services Available on 
Campus. Poster presented at the FIU, NOVA, Barry Graduate Student Research Symposium 

(Ft. Lauderdale, FL). 
Bolea, D., Gobel, C. Phillips, S., Tristan, A. & Paul-Ward, A. (2014). Foster Care: Using Occupation-

Based Independent Living Skills Classes to Prepare Adolescents for Successful Transition out 
of the System. Poster presented at the FIU, NOVA, Barry Graduate Student Research 

Symposium (Ft. Lauderdale, FL). 

Cabrera, G., Charles, A., Tijerino, D., Vasquez, C., Vogel-Senda, S. & Paul-Ward, A. (2013). 
Application of an Independent Living Skills Program to Promote Successful Outcomes for 
Foster Care Youth. Poster presented at the FIU, NOVA, Barry Graduate Student Research 
Symposium (Miami, FL).  

Gomez, C., Grossman, E., Mattis, D., Saballos, M., Wyss, J. & Paul-Ward, A. (2013). Immersing 
Occupational Therapy in the Foster Care Setting. Poster presented at the FIU, NOVA, Barry 
Graduate Student Research Symposium (Miami, FL).  

Bellittera, M., Kovacs, C., Mount, C., Riley, T., Rodriguez, K. & Paul-Ward, A. (2013). Intimate 
Partner Violence: Knowledge and Perception among College-Age Students. Poster presented 
at the FIU, NOVA, Barry Graduate Student Research Symposium (Miami, FL).  

Brimo, A., Cunningham, C., Diaz, A., Gomez, L., Iglesias-Machado, V., Sardinas, J., Vasquez, V. & 
Paul-Ward, A. (2012) Knowledge, Perceptions and Experiences of College Students with 
Intimate Partner Violence: A Pilot Study. Poster presented at the FIU, NOVA, Barry Graduate 
Student Research Symposium (Ft. Lauderdale, FL). 

Avila, G., Diaz, L., Goldstein, J., Mendoza, A., Naranjo, B., Perez, Y., Ruiz, M., Tejas, R. & Paul-
Ward, A.  (2012). Adolescents in Foster Care Transitioning to Adult Independent Living: 
Challenges and Barriers. Poster presented at the FIU, NOVA, Barry Graduate Student 
Research Symposium (Ft. Lauderdale, FL). 

Francois, B., Gonzalez, Y., Gonzalez, Y., Llanos, S., Peralta, M., Rosado, J. & Paul-Ward, A. 
(2011).Overview of an Occupation- Based Intervention Aimed at on Improving the Long-Term 
Outcomes of Foster Care Youth. Poster presented at the FIU, NOVA, Barry Graduate Student 
Research Symposium (Ft. Lauderdale, FL). 

Chiu, S., Conille, F., Lafferty, B., Mercado, P., Siqqiqui, U. & Paul-Ward, A. (2011). Implementation of 
an Independent Living Skills Program to Promote Successful Outcomes for Foster Care Youth. 
Poster presented at the FIU, NOVA, Barry Graduate Student Research Symposium (Ft. 
Lauderdale, FL). 
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Abinsay, D., Batungbakal, N., Godoy, M., Madarand, D., Posas, M. & Paul-Ward, A. (2011).Evolution 
of an Occupation-Based Independent Living Program for Young Adults Transitioning out of 
Foster Care. Poster presented at the FIU, NOVA, Barry Graduate Student Research 
Symposium (Ft. Lauderdale, FL). 

Abuathareh, A., Ali, B., Dominguez, L., Meyer, M., Palomo, R., Romero, A., White, J. & Paul-Ward-A. 
(2010). Independent Living Skills to Enhance the Quality of Life for Adolescents Transitioning 
out of Foster Care. Poster presented at the FIU, NOVA, Barry Graduate Student Research 
Symposium (Ft. Lauderdale, FL). 

 
WORKS IN PROGRESS 
 
Research in Progress  
Independent living program development and evaluation with transitioning foster care youth (led to 
inclusion in the Fostering Panther Pride Research Committee)  
 
“Flash for Success” Photovoice study to better understand the perceptions of foster care and 
homeless youth currently attending college in regard to needed support for success 
 
Exploratory work on the knowledge, perceptions, and experiences of college students with intimate 
partner violence (led to the development of the “Reclaiming My Independence”: An Intimate Partner 
Violence Survivor’s Guide and Program Handbook). Program will be piloted in collaboration with the 
FIU Women’s Center and Victim Empowerment Center ongoing since Fall 2014.   
 
Grant Proposals under Review 
“Succeeding Together: Occupational Therapy and Special Education Students Co-learning 
and Collaborating on School –Based Success for Children with Disabilities” 
Proposal submitted March 6, 2017 to the Department of Education 
Principal Investigator: Dr. Amy Paul-Ward, Co-I: Dr. Lorienne Watson 
Amount Requested: 1,283,478.00 
 
Presentation Abstracts 
N/A 
 
FUNDED RESEARCH  
2013    Implementing NBCOT online practice tests to increase NBCOT scores 
 FIU Technology Fee Grant $14,300 
2012 Preparing Occupational Therapists to Practice in Schools (POPS). Department of Education 

Principal Investigator: Dr. Amy Paul-Ward, Co-I: Dr. Elise Bloch 
$1,243,670.95. 

2012 Center for Substance Use and AIDS Research on Latinos in the United States 
  National Institute on Minority Health and Health Disparities 
 Principal Investigator: Dr. Mario De la Rosa  
 $4,746,042  
2010  “Implementing the OTKE to Improve Student Certification Outcomes” 
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FIU Technology Fee Grant $9,000 
2008   “Finding Their Voices: Using Photovoice to Identify Adolescent Perspectives on    
           Successful Transitions to Adulthood” FIU Faculty Research Support Program  

$18,471.17 
2007 “Investigating the Complex Life Issues and Gaps in Service Provision for Marginalized 

Groups” College of Nursing and Health Sciences $5,200 
2005 “HIV Prevention Groups for Alcohol and Other Drugs Using Mental Ill African American 

Women on Probation  (SMI-W-CJ)”  National Institute on Drug Abuse  $71,607  
2001- “Enabling Self-determination Grant People with HIV/AIDS” UIC College of Applied 
2004 Health Sciences, Department of Occupational Therapy, National Institute on Disability    

and Research $500,000 
1994 “International Studies and Overseas Programs Dissertation Grant (Barbados)” University of 

California, Los Angeles   $5,000 
1994 “Doctoral Training Grant in the Social and Behavioral Aspects of AIDS Prevention”  University 

of California, Los Angeles  $12,000 
1993  “Department of Anthropology Dissertation Grant (Barbados)” University of California, Los 

Angeles   $2,500 
1993  “Doctoral Training Grant in the Social and Behavioral Aspects of AIDS Prevention” University 

of California, Los Angeles $12,000 
1992 “Pre-Dissertation Grant (Barbados)” Case Western Reserve University   $1,574 
 
OTHER FUNDING 
2013    “Scholarship for Disadvantaged Students” U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 

Health Resources and Services Administration $234,847 
2012 “Scholarship for Disadvantaged Students” U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 

Health Resources and Services Administration $224,796.59 
2011 “Scholarship for Disadvantaged Students” U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 

Health Resources and Services Administration $155,120 
2010 “Scholarship for Disadvantaged Students” U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 

Health Resources and Services Administration $76,887.75 
 
PROPOSALS SCORED BUT NOT FUNDED 

Co-Investigator on the “Hombres en Accion: Preventing Substance Abuse, Violence and HIV 
among Farm Workers” Program.  
Submitted June 27, 2012 to the National Institute on Minority Health and Health Disparities 
PI: Mario De La Rosa, Co-I: Maria Elena Villar 
Amount Requested $991,758. 
 
Principal Investigator on the “Scholarship for Disadvantaged Students” Program.  
Submitted June 22, 2012 to the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) 
Amount Requested $2,562,000 

 
PROPOSALS SUBMITTED BUT NOT FUNDED 
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Principal Investigator on “Preparing Occupational Therapists to Practice in Schools 2.0 (POPS 2.0)” 
Submitted on December 14, 2015 to the Department of Education. 
Amount requested: $1.25 million. 

 
Principal Investigator on “Successful Transitions Empowerment Program (S.T.E.P.): Reducing the 

Risk of Health Disparities among Foster Care and Homeless Youth” 
Submitted on August 18, 2015 to the National Institute on Minority Health and Health 
Disparities 
Amount Requested: $2.5 million. 
 

Principal Investigator on “Future of Nursing Scholars at Florida International University” 
Submitted on September 17, 2015 to the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 
Amount Requested: $200,000. 

 
Principal Investigator on “Future of Nursing Scholars at Florida International University” 

Submitted on October 1, 2014 to the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 
Amount Requested: $300,000. 

 
 Co-Investigator on “Campus-based support programs for emerging adults from foster care: A   

  Mixed-methods study.” 
  A letter of inquiry requesting an opportunity to submit a full proposal was submitted to the William 
  T. Grant Foundation on 8/5/2014  
  Amount Requested: $600,000. 
 

Co-Investigator on “Neurocognitive mechanisms underlying academic success in foster care 
children.”  

       Submitted to the FIU Office of Engagement on 2/27/2015 
       Amount Requested: $9,000. 
 
Principal Investigator on “Implementing Online Practice Tests to Increase First- time Pass Rates of 

Occupational Therapy Students”.  
Submitted on April 18, 2014 to the FIU Technology Fee Grant Program 
Co-Investigator: Dr. Alma Abdel-Moty 
Requested Amount: $20,000 

 
Program Director on the “Preparing Occupational Therapists to Practice in Schools” (POPS) Program 

Submitted May 31, 2011 to the Department of Education, Office of Special Education 
Programs 
Co-Director: Dr. Elise Bloch 
Requested Amount: $1,149,152.30 

 
Principal Investigator on “Identifying the Occupational Deprivation and therapeutic Needs of Women 

and Children Survivors of Domestic Violence: A Qualitative Exploratory Study” 
 Submitted March 1, 2011 to the FIU Division of Research Faculty Research Support Program 
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 Co-Investigator: Dr. Carol Lambdin 
 Requested Amount: $29,068.16 
 
Pre-proposal application "Mind, Body, Spirit: An Occupational Therapy Based Health and Wellness 

Program for Survivors of Domestic Violence and Sexual Abuse" submitted January 12, 2011 to 
the Health Foundation of South Florida. 
Co-Investigator: Dr. Carol Lambdin 
Requested amount: $98,000 

 
Revised R34 application “Implementing an Occupation-Based  

Intervention to Improve the Long Term Outcomes of Foster Care Youth” submitted on 
November 16, 2010 to the National Institute of Mental Health.  
Co-Investigators: Dr. Eric Wagner & Dr. Carol Lambdin 
Requested amount: $450,000 
 

Principal Investigator on “Advanced Practice in Pediatric and Adolescent Occupational Therapy” 
submitted on July 14, 2010 to the Department of Education. 

 Co-Investigators: Dr. Elise Bloch 
Requested amount: $300,000 

 
Principal Investigator for R34 application “Implementing an Occupation-Based  

Intervention to Improve the Long Term Outcomes of Foster Care Youth” submitted on October 
16, 2009 to the National Institute of Mental Health.  
Co-Investigator: Dr. Mario De La Rosa 
Requested amount: $450,000 

 
Principal Investigator for community action research project “Implementing an Occupation-Based 

Intervention to Improve the Long-Term Outcomes of foster Care Youth” Challenge grant 
submitted on April 27, 2009 to the National Institute of Mental Health. 
Co-Investigator: Dr. Mario De La Rosa 
Requested amount: $1,000,000 

 
Principal Investigator for community action research project “Successful Transitions for Foster Care 

Youth” R01, NIH Office of Social Science and Behavioral Research, submitted October 5, 
2008. Co-Investigators: Dr. Mario De La Rosa, Dr. Eric Wagner, Dr. Robert Malow, Dr. James 
Jaccard 

 Requested Amount $ 3,060,058.29 (Direct funds $2,143,621.29 indirect funds $916,437.00) 
 
Center Grant Title: “Health of Aging Minority Patients with Chronic Illness and the Families,” National 

Center for Minority Health and Health Disparities, submitted January 8, 2007. Principal 
Investigator: Marie-Louise Friedemann, PhD, Co-Investigator: Kathryn Anderson, PhD.  
Investigator for Pilot Study Title: “The Prevention of Repeat Falls in Hispanic Elder Families: 
The Use of Photovoice© to Encourage Home Modification.” Co-Investigators Daisy Galindo-
Ciocon, PhD. ARNP; Helen Cornely, EdD, PT; & Leonard Elbaum, EdD, PT 
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Investigator for P20 Center Grant Title: “A Developmental Approach to Underage Drinking,” National 

Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism, submitted December 20, 2006. Principal 
Investigator: Eric Wagner, PhD.  

 
Co-Investigator for “Family Adjustment across Cultural Groups in Autistic Spectrum and Pervasive 

Developmental Delay Disorders,” Health Resources and Services Administration, submitted 
April 1, 2007. Principal Investigator: Sandra Lobar, PhD 

  
Principal Investigator for Revised Faculty Research Award Proposal submitted December, 2006  

Finding Their Voices: Using Photovoice to Identify Adolescent Perspectives on Successful 
Transitions to Adulthood 
Requested amount: $18,819.92  

 
Principal Investigator for Faculty Research Award Proposal submitted March, 2006  

Finding Their Voices: Using Photovoice to Identify Adolescent Perspectives on Successful 
Transitions to Adulthood 
Requested amount: $21,018  

 
Principal Investigator for the study titled “Successful Transitions to Adulthood: Understanding the 

Adolescent Foster Care Experience.” Application submitted January 30, 2006 to the National 
Institute on Disability and Rehabilitation Research.  
Requested amount: $65,000 for one year  

 
PROFESSIONAL HONORS, PRIZES, FELLOWSHIPS  
2013   FIU Top Scholar       FIU, Miami 
2012   Educational Leadership Enhancement Program  FIU, Miami    
2010  Elected Fellow            Society for Applied Anthropology 
2008   Inducted into Sigma Xi          FIU, Miami 
2001-2004 Post-Doctoral Fellowship $50,000/yr. & tuition     University of Illinois, Chicago 
1999-2001  ORISE Fellowship $50,000/yr.         Centers for Disease Control and    
                                                                                                     Prevention Atlanta, Georgia 
1996 Dissertation Year Fellowship $12,500 & tuition    University of California, Los Angeles  
1992-1994 Universitywide AIDS Research Training Fellow   University of California, Los Angeles 
1991 Graduate Assistantship with tuition waiver           Case Western Reserve University,   
                                                                                                     Cleveland  
 
OFFICES HELD IN PROFESSIONAL SOCIETIES 
Current Committees  
2017-2018 Secretary, Council on Nursing and Anthropology (CONAA) 
2016  Secretary-Elect, Council on Nursing and Anthropology (CONAA) 
2015-2016 Member, AOTA Working Group exploring the role of OT in Foster Care 
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(FIU) 
2016  Institutional Review Board, Florida International University 
2016  Member, Ad-Hoc Committee for Principles and Standards 
2016  Member, Athletic Advisory Committee (appointed by President Mark Rosenberg) 
2015-2017 Member, Office of Faculty and Global Affairs International Working Group 
2014-2017 Club Advisor, Most Valuable Panthers 
2014-2016 Senator, Faculty Senate 
2015-2017 Member, Faculty Senate Ad-Hoc Committee on Student Success 
 
Past Committees 
2013-2015 Co-Chair, Occupational Science, Occupational Therapy, and   

Anthropology Interest Group, National Association of Practicing Anthropologists 
2012-2014 Chair, CNHS Faculty Assembly 
2012-2014 Chair, CHNS Steering Committee 
2012-2014 Chair, Faculty Affairs Committee 
2013-2014 Member, Academic Policies and Personnel Committee (Faculty Senate) 
2012 Chair, CNHS Taskforce on Merit Pay 
2010-2012 Chair, CNHS Research Committee 
2010-2012 Member, CNHS Tenure and Promotion Committee 
2010-2012 Senator, Faculty Senate 
2012-2014 Vice President (MMC), United Faculty of Florida 
2005-2013  Institutional Review Board, Florida International University 
2010-2011 Secretary, United Faculty of Florida 
2010-2011 Member, CNHS Search and Screen Committee 
2009-2011 Co-Chair, Occupational Science, Occupational Therapy, and   

Anthropology Interest Group, National Association of Practicing Anthropologists 
2009-2010 Secretary, United Faculty of Florida 
2008-2009 Treasurer and Membership Chair, Occupational Science, Occupational Therapy, and
  Anthropology Interest Group, National Association of Practicing Anthropologists 
2008-2009 Secretary, United Faculty of Florida 
2008  Senator, Faculty Senate 
2007-2008 Secretary, United Faculty of Florida 
2006-2007  Senator, United Faculty of Florida  
2005-2006 College of Health and Urban Affairs Research Advisory Committee, Florida 

International University  
2003-2004 Treasurer, Chancellor’s Committee on the Status of Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and 

Transgender Issues, University of Illinois at Chicago  
2000-2001 Co-chair Hepatitis Branch IDU Working Group 
2000-2001 Member of CDC’s Cross Center Correctional Working Group  
2000-2001 Vice Chair of the Communications and Membership Sub-Committee, CDC Behavioral 

and Social Science Working Group 
1999-2000 Vice Chair of the Georgia Adult Immunization Coalition  
 
OTHER PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES AND PUBLIC SERVICE 
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PhD Committees 
Nola Holness (NWCNHS, FIU)  
PhD awarded Spring 2014 
 
Beverly Fray (CNHS, FIU) 
Successfully completed candidacy papers (Fall 2015) 
 
Rosemarie Graczkowski (NWCNHS, FIU) 
Successfully defended her proposal (Spring 2017) 
 
Kemesha Gabbidon (Stempel College of Public Health and Social Work, FIU) 
PhD awarded Spring 2017  
 
Michelle Perez (College of Education, FIU) 
Advanced to Candidacy (Fall 2015) 
 
Ann Marie Hinds (NWCNHS, FIU) 
Working on Candidacy Papers (Spring 2017) 
 
2016  Journal Reviewer- Journal of Patient Experience 
2016  Journal Reviewer- International Journal of Environmental Research and Public Health 

2014-2015 Co-Chair, Data and Research Committee, Miami-Dade Youth Homeless Prevention 
Initiative 

2014-2015 Co-Chair, Research Committee, Fostering Panther Pride Initiative, FIU 
2013-2017 Grant Reviewer, the National Institute on Disability, Independent Living, and 

Rehabilitation Research (NIDILRR formerly NIDRR) 
2013 Ad Hoc American Journal of Occupational Therapy Committee Member for New Paper 

Award 
2012-2013  Participant in the FIU Educational Leadership Enhancement Program 
2011-2017 Academic Mentor, FIU Panther Life Project 
2017  Session Organizer, Society for Applied Anthropology Annual Conference 
2016  Session Organizer, Society for Applied Anthropology Annual Conference 
2014  Session Organizer, Society for Applied Anthropology Annual Conference 
2010  Session Organizer, American Occupational Therapy Association Annual Conference 
2009  Session Organizer, Society for Medical Anthropology 35th Anniversary Conference 
2009  Session Organizer, Society for Applied Anthropology Annual Conference 
2009  Journal Reviewer- International Journal of Prevention Practice and Research 
2008-2017 Editorial Review Board Member, American Journal of Occupational Therapy 
2008  Journal Reviewer- Qualitative Health Research 
2008 Book Reviewer: Bridging Ideas to Practice: Tips for Program Development & Grant 

Writing, J&B Publishing 
2008  Session Organizer, Society for Applied Anthropology Annual Conference 
2007-2008 Faculty Mentor DREAMS Project 
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2007  Journal Reviewer-Special issue of The American Journal of Occupational Therapy 
2007  Session Organizer, Society for Applied Anthropology Annual Conference 
2005 Journal Reviewer- Special issue of The American Journal of Occupational Therapy 
2000-2001 Conference Abstract Reviewer Hepatitis Coordinators Annual Meeting (sponsored by the 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention) 
 
 

 


